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Friday, June 11, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Finally!  
 
The light of returning to pre-Covid life as we knew it has become bright enough to release 
us from most of the protective activities that we put in place last year to ensure that we 
could safely worship, attend Bible studies and meetings and carry on with daily routines 
without virus exposure to those entering the church building.   
 
Thank You, heavenly Father, for Your grace upon us, for protecting us completely from 
any outbreaks while we continued to meet together.  You have blessed us beyond 
measure and we are so thankful.  
 
Our patience created endurance but we are ready!   
 
During the Council meeting this past Tuesday evening, 2 motions were passed, to be 
effective 8 days from today, on Saturday, June 19th.   Please joyfully extend one more 
week of patience and celebrate that this is the last weekend that we’ll need to endure.  
Although Phase 5 opens the State today, awareness of these changes to the entire 
congregation, including those without email, will be completed through announcements 
before each worship service this coming weekend.  Additionally, there are some logistics 
that need to be finalized to be sure we successfully reverse gears.  
 
The following changes were approved: 

• The far-right sections of pews (furthest from the organ) on the main floor and in the 
balcony will be designated for masked individuals who prefer not to sit with those 
who are unmasked (fully-vaccinated).   

 Masked individuals will not be required to sit in the mask-designated sections 
and can sit wherever they choose (think e.g., unvaccinated children with 
vaccinated parents).   

• All pews will be open to seating every other pew (as opposed to every third pew). 

• While song sheets will continue to be provided during the 5:30 pm and 8:00 am 
services, hymnals and Bibles may be used by anyone who prefers to sing from a 
hymnal or read from the Bible.   

• Pre-registration and sign-ins will be discontinued after this current week and we will 
return to filling out attendance slips for collection by the ushers during the service. 
(Note: the completion of attendance slips is critical to our internal church records; 
please, fill these out every week you attend and include the names of all present.) 

• Pre-packaged communion will be set up on tables outside the sanctuary doors to be 
picked up by those who wish to participate in communion in their pews after the 
Words of Institution are given.  Please dispose of empty cups properly as you exit the 
sanctuary.  

 

SERVE THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART 



 Some may wish to continue taking communion after the service and are 
welcome to continue taking the elements with them after service ends. 

• Wiping down pews and related sanitizing efforts will be discontinued. 

• Both north and south doors can be used for entry and/or exit. 
AND…. 

• Fellowship hour between services will resume with coffee and pre-plated dough-
nuts!! 

 
A few things that will stay in place are as follows: 

• We will continue to encourage face coverings for unvaccinated persons. 

• The offering drop-box in the narthex will continue to replace the practice of ushers 
collecting offering during the service.  The drop box is located beneath the bulletin 
board outside the mailroom.  As a reminder, electronic giving is available and can 
be set up on the SMLC.info website. 

• We will continue to live-stream and record the 8:00 & 10:30 am services for view-
ing online (although know that we miss you and would love to see you soon!). 

 
A number of you recently provided Council members with your thoughts around these 
changes and we sincerely appreciate everyone’s input.  Please keep the Council aware 
of your thoughts and ideas because although opinions may not always align, you can 
be sure that thoughtful consideration is given to everyone’s input during discussion, 
prior to decisions that are made based on prayer guidance for what’s best for the whole 
of the congregation.  As a reminder, monthly Council meetings are open to anyone 
who is interested in hearing our discussions.  
 
May God’s hand of blessing continue to rest on each one of us and our families, in 
every way, 
 
 
 
Joni Wasmund 
Council President 


